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* They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated
themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Mt 2:10-11
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2012 National Migration Week
January 8, 2012 (Epiphany of the Lord)

*Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, tbey @f the Lord shines upon you @saiah 60: 1)

These words of hope from the Prophet Isaiah speakpgople who have long facedgggles and who seek hope in
darkness. We, the Catholic Bishops of lllinois, ba tusp of a New Year, seek to offer that same voideopé to
another people in struggle: immigrant families. Téet that there are 11 million men, women and childineour nation
who live in the shadows and are fearful of family safjan by deportation is proof that our current syste flawed and
our immigration policies have failed us. Let usyptfaat in this New Year we may recognize the neeadonprehensive
immigration reform that respects the rule of law, gso ensures that the law is applied fairly and gassionately to
those immigrant families among us who need our help.

How appropriate it is that we celebrate National MigratWeek (January 8-14) baging with the Feast of the Epiphany
of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Like the jmyr of the Magi following the star to the Source opé, love and
freedom found in the Holy Child lying in the Bethlehemanger, many families are also on a journey seekipg fn a
new country. They seek a place of emwoic, emotional, physical and spirituacsety, longing for those things needed
to live in human dignity: productive work and fair wagesd, shelter, education, health care, and pratedtom harm,
all too often out of reach in their natilend. Yet, under the current immigratisysstem in our country, we see the tragic
separation of many of these families. Their hopes to despair. But it need not remain this way; Wweutd seek to
accompany these families on their journey and sdgpem in their hopes. We should do this becdhs& hopes for
themselves and their families are also ours.

Over the months to come, each Catholic dseca Illinois will be sharing stories of immigratnfilies who are members
of our parishes and communities. They will share thgiegences of past and current struggles as welledssiiccesses
and hopes for the future. These stories will beesham diocesan publications, in parish bulletins andhe Catholic
Conferere of lllinoise website ww.catholicconferencedfillinois.ojgas well as other sourse Please take the time to
read their stories and learn about the immigratioressat significantly affect your neighbors and fellow éoisers.

We call on all Catholics and people of faith in llisdo pray for these families and to become thosehapips:
previously hidden manifestations of theriShwithin, now revealing to others the deep cogsgien of Christ through our
individual and collective efforts to provide hopedasupport to immigrant families and to advocatecimmprehensive
reform of our nationes immigration laws

The Catholic Bishops of lllinois

His Eminence Francis Cardinal George, O.M.1. Most Reverend Thomas G. Doran
Archdiocese of Chicago Diocese of Rockford

Most Reverend Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C. MostReverendEdwardK. Braxton
Diocese of Peoria Diocese of Belleville

Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon

Dioceseof Springfield Diocesef Joliet
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